FirstCongregationalUCCIndy

Forward

E-pistle for the Week of June 6, 2019

Dear First Congregational:
Since December of 2018, as a church we’ve experimented with a new way of creating
space in the sanctuary for all ages to feel included and welcomed in worship. The
Prayground Team helped develop this space with the help and support of the Worship and
Faith Board and the Church Council. As with any new effort, we are learning as we go.
We’d like to take time to thoughtfully share reflections, feedback and questions about the
Prayground.
When we started the Prayground in December, we said we wanted to get a sense of how
it’s going after the first six months and check in with the congregation. Guess what? It’s

that time. So plan to join us after worship on June 30 for a Buzz discussion and pitch-in.
This will be a time for sharing and dreaming and working together so we can continue to
work at offering an extravagant welcome to all ages and all abilities in worship.
Blessings,
Pastor Sarah
Worship
Adult Class - 9:45 a.m.
June 9 - We write letters to congress every year in support of the Bread for the World
organization and ending childhood hunger. If you want to learn more about the
organization and their efforts comes to the class on Sunday before church.
Sunday Worship Service - 11:00 a.m.
The Creative Worship Design Team has been hard at work designing innovations to our
weekly worship experience. Last Sunday we celebrated Pride Sunday with new songs, an
inspiring sermon from guest minister Rev. Lawrence Richardson, and a circular community
around the sanctuary following communion.
This Sunday is Pentecost, and the CWD has some more creativity built into worship. As
those at the first Pentecost heard many voices at once as the Spirit moved through their
midst, we’ll experience some of the same. Please come this Sunday with some thoughtful
responses to these questions:



What is the Spirit saying to us today?
How is the Spirit moving in our lives, in our church?

Everyone will have the opportunity to express thoughts as the Spirit moves through our
worship community in this special service. Please be a part of this Pentecost re-creation!
Sermon: "Listening to the Still Speaking God"
Scripture: John 14:8-17

What's Happening at FCC
STONEWALL UPRISING on PBS, THIS FRIDAY, June 7th
Last Sunday you heard both Rev. Lawrence Richardson and Bob Cook speak
the significance of Stonewall and the Gay Pride movement. This Friday, June 7th, there
will be a documentary on WFYI- PBS at 9 PM sharing the story of the Stonewall uprising.
PRIDE - THIS Saturday, June 8th
There is still time to participate in the PRIDE parade this Saturday, June 8.
Please email Bob Cook bobcook359@yahoo.com immediately if you have
not previously signed up and need the details of where to

meet.
* Breakfast: UCC Parade participants from multiple UCC churches may meet at First
Congregational for a light breakfast buffet about 8 am.
* Carpool: We can carpool from FCC to downtown to ease parking. People might want to
organize as those only doing the parade and those who'd like to stay at least for part of the
festival.
* Parade: Usually involves time between 9:30 am - 11:30 and walking about 2 miles. We
are looking at carpooling from the church to enable ease of parking.
* Festival Booth: Reserve a two hour time slot between noon and 6 pm. We hope to
have 2 -3 members in the booth during these times.
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle Sale, Saturday June 15: 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Plan now to bring your useful (but now useless to you) items to sell.
As in the past, 6-foot tables are $10; longer 8-foot ones are $12 this year. You set up, sell,
keep the income, and clean up. Items should be brought Friday afternoon, if possible.

As you do your spring cleaning, set aside those extras that
you want to contribute to recycle to someone else while reducing your own inventory. If
you think you do not have enough to sell to make purchasing a table feasible, you are still
welcome to bring things for the church’s table. In that case, please sign up for a couple
hours overseeing the sale at that table. We also need a couple of people to be present at
the church before the sale (preferably by 8 a.m. – bargain hunters arrive early) and as the
sale begins when a crowd is often experienced.
Questions?? Inquiries to any Green Team member: Katie Booth, Nancy Dickinson, Rich
Gibson, Bill Gillette, Ann Leatherman, Paul Terheide

Public Forum on Childhood Hunger & Poverty, Saturday, June 15
Church Women United is sponsoring a panel discussion at the Interchurch Center at 1100
W. 42nd street on Saturday, June 15 from 10 am - 12:30 pm that is open to the
public. There will be speakers from Bread, Gleaners, and other food service organizations
participating, sharing info about local conditions and efforts in the fight against
hunger. Come and learn more about how you can help! Any questions, please contact
Nancy Dickinson or Karen Walker.

Buzz & Pitch-In - Sunday, June 30th

Please join us after worship on Sunday, June 30th for a Buzz discussion and pitch-in as
we reflect on the Prayground. Come with your thoughts, questions and feedback about our
experiment with a space in our sanctuary where all ages can gather to experience worship.
We started the Prayground the first Sunday of Advent and we want to hear from you.
Green Team Tip
Take an eco-trip or excursion. Look for offerings that don’t hurt natural resources, wildlife,
or people. (If you want to share a green habit, please send it
to hoot.gibson.tds@gmail.com.)
Food Donations for the Northside Pantry
Donations have been generous and are appreciated. Please keep them coming!
June Mission of the Month: Damien Center
Founded in 1987, the Damien Center is the oldest and largest organization in Indiana
addressing the health needs of individuals with HIV. Currently the Damien Center serves
over 4,000 individuals affected by HIV/AIDS through a comprehensive and innovative
approach to HIV care and prevention.
Even though we hear of the many achievements in medications used to treat HIV here are
a couple statistics to keep in mind. In the general population, 1 out of every 6 persons
infected with HIV does not know it. 51% of youth between 13 – 24 who are living with HIV,
have never been tested. Let's help keep HIV testing and education accessible to Central
Indiana through our support of the Damien Center.
Pantry Items of the Month

During June we are collecting the following items: pudding mix, jello, canned vegetables,

soup and toothpaste.
Pastoral Care
Pastor Sarah can be reached at (386) 478-9012 or at pastorsarah@fcindy.org.

THIS WEEK AT FIRST CONGREGATIONAL

Thursday, June 6
Saturday, June 8
Sunday, June 9
Sunday, June 9

7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Sunday, June 9

12:15 p.m.

Sunday, June 9
Sunday, June 9
Wednesday, June 12
Wednesday, June 12
Wednesday, June 12
Thursday, June 13
Thursday, June 13
Saturday, June 15
Sunday, June 16

12:15 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m.

Sunday, June 16

11:00 a.m.

Choir Rehearsal
Pride Breakfast & Carpool
Sunday Adult Class
Worship – Pentecost Sunday
50th Wedding Celebration –
Richard & Susan Kent
Prayground Team
Outreach & Service
Music Support Team
Mental Health Team
Church Council
Men’s Lunch
Choir Rehearsal
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle Sale
Letter writing in the narthex
Worship w/ Bread for the World
Offering of Letters

