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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Epistle for the Week of February 6, 2020

REMINDER:

BOARD RETREAT
this Saturday
9:00am

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Dear First Congregational,

Next week | am participating in the Mediation Skills Training Institute for Church Leaders
held at Frieden's UCC, and hosted by the Christian Church in Indiana and the Indiana-
Kentucky Conference UCC. Every organization, including churches, experience conflict.
This training is provided by the staff from The Lombard Mennonite Peace Center (LMPC)
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WRNICN IS & mMINISTry INSpired by 11 Corinthians b:18 — “All This 1S Trom God, who througn
Christ reconciled us to God and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.” | am thankful
for the grant from the IK Conference to provide this training and | am eager to learn more
and share with you about peacemaking from a biblical understanding of Christian
discipleship. To learn more, check out their website: https:/Impeacecenter.org/

Blessings,
Pastor Sarah

Worship

Adult Class - Feb 9, 9:45 a.m.

For Black History Month on Sunday February 9th we’ll be taking a look at Black theology
and Womanist theology. We’'ll discuss what these theologies are, why they’re important,
and some of the key voices within these theological movements. After this, we’ll then
consider their importance for our lives individually and as a church. Join us to celebrate
and learn from these important voices in theology!

Sunday Worship Service, 11:00 a.m.
Pastor Sarah will preach "Share Earthly and Spiritual Resources."
Scriptures: Matthew 5:13-20

What's Happening at FC

(See Eebruary Colony for monthly announcements and further details.)

Choir Rehearsal TONIGHT!
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Ine FC Choir renearses on | hursaays from /:0UU 10 8:3U PV, We welcome new members.
If anyone is interested in joining the choir, please email Julie at juliehouston@comcast.net.
We would love to have you join us!

Board Retreat - Saturday, February 8, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

(breakfast snacks and coffee available at 8:30 a.m.)

The FC Board Retreat is an opportunity for some socializing, visioning, orientation, and
organizing, with some fun thrown in for good measure. We hope to see all board members
— new and old — present that morning, but anyone not currently serving on a board is
invited to attend as well. Ministry teams are essential to the work of the church, so please
see this as an opportunity for meeting with boards about plans and needs. And if you’re not
currently on either a board or a team, come for the breakfast and socializing! You just may
hear something that inspires you to serve in a new way.

Supply Drive for Family Promise

This month, Family Promise is holding a supply drive to collect many items needed for use
by families at the Day Center and while in the IHN shelter and After Care programs. Fliers
listing needed items are in the narthex and in the link here. Donations will be collected
from Feb. 7 - Feb. 23. Please put items in the large white laundry hampers in the narthex
or use the white trash bags that are in those hampers. Supplies will be delivered to Family
Promise from Feb. 24 through Feb. 27. Your generosity will be appreciated by Family
Promise and those they serve.

Border Information & Vigil — Monday, February 10, 6:30 p.m.

Please join us for an educational program about what is happening at the U.S.-Mexico
border. Education and witness of stories from the border will be followed by a prayer vigil
for Jose Antonio Elena Rodriguez, a young boy killed by U.S. Border Patrol on October 10,
2012 in Nogales, Sonora, Mexico.
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FEBRUARY

JOSE ANTONIO ELENA RODRIGUEZ 7
WAS KILLED BY BORDER PATROL e
ON THE MEXICAN SIDE OF THE BORDER \

WHAT: An educational program about what is happening at the U.S.
Mexico border followed by a prayer vigil for Jose Antonio Elena
Rodriguez a young boy killed by U.S. Border Patrol Oct 10, 2012 in
Nogales, Sonora, Mexico.

WHERE: First Congregational United Church of Christ,
7171 North Pennsylvania, Indianapolis, IN 46240.

WHEN: Monday February 10, 2020 6:30-8:30 p.m.

WHO: For anyone who wants to learn more and help make a
change.

FCINDY.ORG

Buzz & Pitch In Lunch: Expanding Our Extravagant Welcome - Sunday, February 16,
12:00 p.m.

At this month's Buzz, we will examine some welcoming stumbling blocks and make a list of
welcoming statements that with a little practice will make our welcoming experience easier
for our members and our visitors. In other words, everyone will benefit from our BUZZ
session.

Bring a dish for lunch to share, enjoy the conversation and expect a few laughs.

“Around a table” — Fellowship, Fun, & Food

For the first go around, we had 3 groups of people who have been getting together for 4
months — some for meals, some for desserts, and lots of talking and fellowship! Now it is
time to sign up for the next round — to meet monthly March through June. It doesn’t matter
if you participated or not the first time — sign up for this next round! We will be changing
the groups around — the idea is to be in fellowship and get to know different people — so
the more the merrier! If interested, please click here to complete the sign up sheet
and return it to church by February 16. Presented by Care & Connections board —
please contact Karen Walker (317-319-8950 or karen.e.d.walker@gmail.com) or Wendy
Baldwin (317-319-0806 or wendy.baldwin@rci.com) for any questions or help with sign up.



https://gallery.mailchimp.com/7a2e4c501545b6d78729a64a1/images/426678f9-cbe4-4d2a-9c3e-c626286e5c4e.jpg
mailto:Karen.e.d.walker@gmail.com
mailto:wendy.baldwin@rci.com

Frigay Nignt at the vovies

Join us on the 3rd Friday of each month — 2/21, 6:30ish: We meet at 6:30ish at Keystone
Art Cinema in the Fashion Mall at Keystone, and decide which film(s) to see, get
refreshments, and socialize. Then, after the movie, hang out at the Indie Lounge for more
fellowship. Questions? Contact Wendy Baldwin.

Address Directory

We are working on the annual update to our address directory, and plan to have it
completed by the end of the month. If you have had a change to your name, address,
phone numbers, or email, or if you are not listed in the directory, please contact Shannon
at shannon@fcindy.org, and/or make a note of the change(s) on the master copy on the
Narthex table, by 2/23. Thanks, Wendy Baldwin.

How CAN YOU DONAT£?

FOLLOWING ARE SOME OPTIOUS:

Food Donations for the Northside Pantry

Donations have been generous and are appreciated. Please keep them coming! We are
grateful to the Meridian Hills Nursery School and Kindergarten who has joined us in
donating and delivering food to the pantry.

February Mission of the Month: Peace Learning Center

Now that our church has become a Just Peace Church we have an opportunity to witness
to our commitment to peace and support the Peace Learning Center, an internationally
recognized community educational institution promoting peace-building and conflict
resolution with programs replicated in eight US cities and five countries. Since 1997, the
PLC has reached more than 210,000 people locally and internationally. Peace Learning
Center educates, inspires and, empowers people to live peacefully. Its vision is to build a
community of peace where respect is primary and justice is real. The PLC works directly
with schools, community nonprofits, businesses, juvenile correctional facilities, and faith
groups to facilitate peace education. The Peace Learning Center believes everyone can be
a peacemaker. Programs teach safe and simple ways to manage anger, solve problems,
and develop appreciation for differing perspectives.

Consider a generous contribution to our February Mission of the Month, the Peace
Learning Center. You can learn more about this inspiring organization

at www.peacelearningcenter.org

Pantry Items of the Month
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buring the montn ot February, we are colliecting. jelly/jam, canned tuna/chicken, pasta, and

bar soap.

Pastoral Care

Pastor Sarah may be reached at (386) 478-9012 or at pastorsarah@fcindy.org.

THIS WEEK AT FIRST CONGREGATIONAL

Thursday, February 6
Thursday, February 6
Saturday, February 8
Sunday, February 9
Sunday, February 9
Sunday, February 9
Monday, February 10

Wednesday, February 12
Wednesday, February 12
Thursday, February 13
Saturday, February 15
Sunday, February 16
Sunday, February 16

Sunday, February 16

1:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:45a.m.

11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

6:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

10:30 a.m.

9:45 a.m.

11:00 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

Men’s Lunch

Choir Rehearsal

FC Board Retreat

Sunday Adult Class
Worship

Student Pastor Support Team
Border Information & Vigil
Mental Health Team
Church Council

Choir Rehearsal

Bell Choir Rehearsal
Sunday Adult Class
Worship

Buzz & Pitch In Lunch:
Expanding Our Extravagant
Welcome
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Epistle for the Week of February 13, 2020

Dear First Congregational,

This past Monday, February 10th, several of us gathered to hear about Jose Antonio Elena
Rodriguez. We heard from Sandy Wood, Shannon Abbott, and Jose Antonio’s
grandmother (thanks to Cassidy Hall's documentary) about the injustice of the tragic
conditions that lead to children being killed at the border. We heard a powerful poem read
by Olivia Bradley about our deep fears of immigrants, the fears that lead to the killing of
children. We heard songs of hope offered by Sean Baker and Shannon.

We prayed for justice. We gave thanks for the withess of mercy and compassion at the
border, acts of grace in the form of water in the desert and medical care for those in need.
Upon the wishes of the family, we will continue to hold vigil until there is justice for Jose
Antonio. The next vigil will be on March 10th at 6:30 p.m. at Broadway United Methodist
Church.

Blessings,
Pastor Sarah
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Worship

Adult Class - Feb 16, 9:45 a.m.

Marion Harcourt went to the Holy Land in 2001. Seeing Galilee, the Jordan River,
Jerusalem made real for her that the Bible is a story that occurred in real places! The
topography, the importance of “Water is Life,” the distances, the size of Jerusalem, all
shaped the drama of the stories that are as real today as they were two millennia ago. She
will share about her trip to Galilee and the Jordan River on Feb 16th & 23rd.

Sunday Worship Service, 11:00 a.m.
Pastor Sarah will preach on "Conflict Transformation."
Scripture: Matthew 5:21-26



FIrst congregational Lenten immigration Journey
February 26: Ash Wednesday Worship at 6:30pm

March 2 - March 20: Small Groups

April 5 - April 10 - Holy Week: Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday
April 12 - Easter

Protect the

Emljrace div
Love God.

What's Happening at FC
(See Eebruary Colony for monthly announcements and further details.)

A Message from the Moderator

| want to express my sincere thanks to all who participated in the Board Retreat last
Saturday, 2/8/20. It was a rewarding time of celebrating FC’s 2019 successes, along with
dreaming, visioning, and setting goals for 2020 and beyond. From dreams for a larger
congregation and children’s/youth ministries to remodels of the sanctuary, parlor, and
restrooms; from visions of a new mental health ministry to new ways of acting on our
commitments to justice and peace; FC’s movement forward into this new decade is set on
“full speed ahead.” Watch throughout this year as we grow into more of what God is calling
us to. Better yet, don’t just watch — take part in the action! It's going to be a wonderful year,
and as Moderator I'm excited to have a front-row seat!

Alice Rutherford, Moderator

Choir Rehearsal TONIGHT!

The FC Choir rehearses on Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:30 PM. We welcome new members.
If anyone is interested in joining the choir, please email Julie at juliehouston@comcast.net.
We would love to have you join us!
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IHIS SUNDAY, Feb 1bth - Buzz & PIICh IN LUNCN: EXpanding vur Extravagant
Welcome - 12:00 p.m.

At this month's Buzz, we will examine some welcoming stumbling blocks and make a list of
welcoming statements that with a little practice will make our welcoming experience easier
for our members and our visitors. In other words, everyone will benefit from our BUZZ
session.

Bring a dish for lunch to share, enjoy the conversation and expect a few laughs.

Lenten Devotionals: For the Beauty of the Earth
Lenten devotionals are available for pick up in the narthex THIS Sunday, February 16th.

Lenten Breakfast Series: “God’s Open House”
Saturday Mornings at 8:30 am
* March 7: “Peace in the Home”
Zion UCC (Troy Avenue)
8916 E Troy Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46239
* March 14: “Justice in the Home”
First Congregational UCC
7171 N. Pennsylvania St, Indianapolis, IN 46240
* March 21: “Renewal in the Home”
St. John (Cumberland)
11910 E Prospect St, Indianapolis, IN 46239
* March 28: “Unity in the Home”
No breakfast location
Please read Matthew 12:25 and reflect on the importance of unity in the
home.
* April 4: “God in the Home” (with Communion)
Zion Evangelical UCC (Downtown)
603 N New Jersey St, Indianapolis, IN 46202

Supply Drive for Family Promise

This month, Family Promise is holding a supply drive to collect many items needed for use
by families at the Day Center and while in the IHN shelter and After Care programs. Fliers
listing needed items are in the narthex and in the link here. Donations will be collected
from Feb. 7 - Feb. 23. Please put items in the large white laundry hampers in the narthex
or use the white trash bags that are in those hampers. Supplies will be delivered to Family
Promise from Feb. 24 through Feb. 27. Your generosity will be appreciated by Family
Promise and those they serve.
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“Around a tapble” — Fellowship, Fun, & F00d

For the first go around, we had 3 groups of people who have been getting together for 4
months — some for meals, some for desserts, and lots of talking and fellowship! Now it is
time to sign up for the next round — to meet monthly March through June. It doesn’t matter
if you participated or not the first time — sign up for this next round! We will be changing
the groups around — the idea is to be in fellowship and get to know different people — so
the more the merrier! If interested, please click here to complete the sign up sheet
and return it to church by February 16. Presented by Care & Connections board —
please contact Karen Walker (317-319-8950 or karen.e.d.walker@gmail.com) or Wendy
Baldwin (317-319-0806 or wendy.baldwin@rci.com) for any questions or help with sign up.

Friday Night at the Movies

Join us on the 3rd Friday of each month — 2/21, 6:30ish: We meet at 6:30ish at Keystone
Art Cinema in the Fashion Mall at Keystone, and decide which film(s) to see, get
refreshments, and socialize. Then, after the movie, hang out at the Indie Lounge for more
fellowship. Questions? Contact Wendy Baldwin.

Leap Day Game Night, Feb. 29, 5:30 - 8:00 PM

Everyone is invited to bring a friend to our GAME NIGHT at First Congregational. We will
provide snacks, chili, and deserts. Please bring your own beverage for the evening.
Childcare will be available but please either sign the sheet at the back of the church or
email Bob: bobcook359@yahoo.com by Wednesday, February 26 if you need childcare.
Join us anytime during the evening. Games begin at 5:30 and we will eat about 6:30.

Address Directory

We are working on the annual update to our address directory, and plan to have it
completed by the end of the month. If you have had a change to your name, address,
phone numbers, or email, or if you are not listed in the directory, please contact Shannon
at shannon@fcindy.org, and/or make a note of the change(s) on the master copy on the
Narthex table, by 2/23. Thanks, Wendy Baldwin.

How CAN YOU DONAT?

FOLLOWIMG ARE SOME OPTIOUS:

Food Donations for the Northside Pantry

Donations have been generous and are appreciated. Please keep them coming! We are
grateful to the Meridian Hills Nursery School and Kindergarten who has joined us in
donating and delivering food to the pantry.
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February Mission of the Month: Peace Learning Center

Now that our church has become a Just Peace Church we have an opportunity to witness
to our commitment to peace and support the Peace Learning Center, an internationally
recognized community educational institution promoting peace-building and conflict
resolution with programs replicated in eight US cities and five countries. Since 1997, the
PLC has reached more than 210,000 people locally and internationally. Peace Learning
Center educates, inspires and, empowers people to live peacefully. Its vision is to build a
community of peace where respect is primary and justice is real. The PLC works directly
with schools, community nonprofits, businesses, juvenile correctional facilities, and faith
groups to facilitate peace education. The Peace Learning Center believes everyone can be
a peacemaker. Programs teach safe and simple ways to manage anger, solve problems,
and develop appreciation for differing perspectives.

Consider a generous contribution to our February Mission of the Month, the Peace
Learning Center. You can learn more about this inspiring organization

at www.peacelearningcenter.org

Pantry ltems of the Month
During the month of February, we are collecting: jelly/jam, canned tuna/chicken, pasta, and
bar soap.

Pastoral Care
Pastor Sarah may be reached at (386) 478-9012 or at pastorsarah@fcindy.org.

THIS WEEK AT FIRST CONGREGATIONAL

Thursday, February 13 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal
Friday, February 14 Valentine’s Day
Saturday, February 15 10:30 a.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, February 16 9:45 a.m. Sunday Adult Class
Sunday, February 16 11:00 a.m. Worship

Buzz & Pitch-In Lunch:
Sunday, February 16 12:00 p.m. Expanding Our Extravagant
Welcome
Book Circle (at Betty Schnur’s
home)
Wednesday, February 19  6:30 p.m. Calling Circle
Thursday, February 20 11:00 a.m. Worship Design Team

Thursday, February 20 1:00 p.m. Men’s Lunch

Tuesday, February 18 1:30 p.m.
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Thursday, February 20
Friday, February 21
Saturday, February 22

Sunday, February 23
Sunday, February 23

Choir Rehearsal
Movie Night

Bell Choir Rehearsal
Sunday Adult Class
Worship




DD

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Epistle for the Week of February 20, 2020

Dear First Congregational,

The scripture says that for everything there is a season...the season has come for our
beloved Choir Director Julie Houston to retire from her positon here on staff at First
Congregational. Julie plans to honor her contract with us and work through the end of
June. We are planning a celebration in her honor so that we may publically thank her and
wish her well as she begins a new chapter in her life. Plans for this late spring/early
summer Sunday morning celebration are underway and more details to come. Our church
leaders are beginning the important work of finding our next Choir Director and | ask that
you keep this process in your prayers...please pray that God might lead us to the right
person for this moment in our church’s life together.

Our congregation is blessed by the leadership of gifted and talented musicians that enrich
our worship every Sunday. As our choir director Julie leads our choir and congregational
singing with grace, wisdom, and professional skill. As your pastor, | enjoy working with our
musical staff and Julie is a delight. On a more personal note, when | first met Julie, | liked
her right away and appreciated her easy-going manner and her superb musical gifts. She
will be missed. While she is still with us these next few months, let's enjoy our singing and
our music together. This will make our hearts and God’s heart glad.
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Blessings,
Pastor Sarah

Worship

Adult Class - Feb 23, 9:45 a.m.

Marion Harcourt went to the Holy Land in 2001. Seeing Galilee, the Jordan River,
Jerusalem made real for her that the Bible is a story that occurred in real places! The
topography, the importance of “Water is Life,” the distances, the size of Jerusalem, all
shaped the drama of the stories that are as real today as they were two millennia ago. She
will share about her trip to Galilee and the Jordan River on Feb 23rd.

Sunday Worship Service, 11:00 a.m.
Pastor Sarah will preach on "What Happens When We Pray."
Scripture: Exodus 24:12-18 & Matthew 17:1-9

First Congregational Lenten Immigration Journey

Our Lenten Immigration Journey begins on Ash Wednesday (February 26th at 6:30pm).
Through the season of Lent, we will explore, reflect, and pray about the biblical and
contemporary theme of immigration. What does the Bible say about immigration? What is
the Still Speaking God saying to the church today about immigration? What does it mean
to be a disciple of Jesus in light of the complex realities at the US/Mexico border? Through
community worship and small groups, everyone is invited on this Lenten immigration
journey. Let’s see where this journey leads us.

E ASHWEDNESDAY

. BEGINS THE SEASON OF LENT

February 26: Ash Wednesday Worship at 6:30pm

March 2 - March 20: Small Groups (sign up sheets are in the narthex)

April 5 - April 10 - Holy Week: Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday
April 12 - Easter



Embrace div
Love God.

What's Happening at FC
(See February Colony for monthly announcements and further details.)

In Remembrance of Olive Myers

Olive R. Myers, 99 of Indianapolis, passed away February 8, 2020. She was born April 23,
1920 to John and Frances Montgomery. Olive married her devoted husband, William
Myers, in 1940. She lived a long and fulfilling life, spending her last days with her family.
Please click on the link provided here for her obituary.

TODAY! Men's Lunch, 1:00 p.m.

This week, the Men's Lunch is at Luciana's on 82nd St. They try to have a good head
count in case a large table is needed, so if possible, please click here today to RSVP to
Rich Gibson.

Choir Rehearsal TONIGHT!

The FC Choir rehearses on Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:30 PM. We welcome new members.
If anyone is interested in joining the choir, please email Julie at juliehouston@comcast.net.
We would love to have you join us!

TOMORROW! Friday Night at the Movies

Join us on the 3rd Friday of each month — 2/21, 6:30ish: We meet at 6:30ish at Keystone
Art Cinema in the Fashion Mall at Keystone, and decide which film(s) to see, get
refreshments, and socialize. Then, after the movie, hang out at the Indie Lounge for more
fellowship. Questions? Contact Wendy Baldwin.

Supply Drive for Family Promise - Deadline THIS SUNDAY!

This month, Family Promise is holding a supply drive to collect many items needed for use
by families at the Day Center and while in the IHN shelter and After Care programs. Fliers
listing needed items are in the narthex and in the link here. Donations will be collected
through THIS SUNDAY. Please put items in the large white laundry hampers in the
narthex or use the white trash bags that are in those hampers. Supplies will be delivered
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10 Family Promise rom FeD. 24 through Febn. Z/. Your generosity will be appreciated by
Family Promise and those they serve.

Address Directory - We need your updates by THIS SUNDAY!

We are working on the annual update to our address directory, and plan to have it
completed by the end of the month. If you have had a change to your name, address,
phone numbers, or email, or if you are not listed in the directory, please contact Shannon
at shannon@fcindy.org, and/or make a note of the change(s) on the master copy on the
Narthex table, by THIS SUNDAY, 2/23. Thanks, Wendy Baldwin.

Lenten Devotionals: For the Beauty of the Earth
Lenten devotionals are available for pick up in the narthex.

Leap Day Game Night, Feb. 29, 5:30 - 8:00 PM

Everyone is invited to bring a friend to our GAME NIGHT at First Congregational. We will
provide snacks, chili, and deserts. Please bring your own beverage for the evening.
Childcare will be available but please either sign the sheet at the back of the church or
email Bob: bobcook359@yahoo.com by Wednesday, February 26 if you need childcare.
Join us anytime during the evening. Games begin at 5:30 and we will eat about 6:30.

Lenten Breakfast Series: “God’s Open House”
Saturday Mornings at 8:30 am
* March 7: “Peace in the Home”
Zion UCC (Troy Avenue)
8916 E Troy Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46239
* March 14: “Justice in the Home”
First Congregational UCC
7171 N. Pennsylvania St, Indianapolis, IN 46240
* March 21: “Renewal in the Home”
St. John (Cumberland)
11910 E Prospect St, Indianapolis, IN 46239
* March 28: “Unity in the Home”
Methodist Hospital (Downtown)
1701 N Senate Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46202
* April 4: “God in the Home” (with Communion)
Zion Evangelical UCC (Downtown)
603 N New Jersey St, Indianapolis, IN 46202
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How CAN YOU DONAT?

FOLLOWING ARE SONE OPTIOUS:

Food Donations for the Northside Pantry

Donations have been generous and are appreciated. Please keep them coming! We are
grateful to the Meridian Hills Nursery School and Kindergarten who has joined us in
donating and delivering food to the pantry.

February Mission of the Month: Peace Learning Center

The Peace Learning Center is our February Mission of the Month and a valued community
partner in just peacemaking. The PLC promotes peace education, valuing diversity and
conflict resolution. Consider a generous contribution to our February Mission of the Month,
the Peace Learning Center.

You could also consider participation in these workshops:

Implicit Bias: What’s Hidden Within

February 26, or April 9 @ 12:30 - 4:30pm, or May 13 @ 9:00am - 1:00pm $35
Implicit bias is something we all have. This workshop examines what it is, how it differs
from overt bias, how to recognize our own, and how we move past bias through action.
Join us for a day of self-exploration and self-reflection in a safe, encouraging space.

Restorative Practices Level 1 Workshop

March 10 and April 15 @ 9:30 am - 4:30 pm $50

What if there were tools that helped democratize communication? Helped us process the
elephant in the room that keeps relationships strained? And helps those who have done
harm be held accountable as allow whole communities to be heard, learn from harm, and
be supported in meaningful ways in our institutions? Those tools exist, they work, and they
are called restorative practices.

Both at Peace Learning Center @ Eagle Creek Park 6040 DeLong Road Indianapolis, IN
46254 www.peacelearningcenter.org

Pantry Iltems of the Month
During the month of February, we are collecting: jelly/jam, canned tuna/chicken, pasta, and

bar soap.

Pastoral Care



Fasior saran may be reacned at (38ob) 4/8-9U1Z Or at pasiorsaran@icindy.org.
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Worship Design Team

Men’s Lunch @ Luciana’s on
82" st.

Choir Rehearsal

Movie Night @ Keystone Art
Cinema

Bell Choir Rehearsal

Sunday Adult Class

Worship

Student Pastor Support Team
Ash Wednesday Worship
Women’s Lunch

Choir Rehearsal

Game Night

Sunday Adult Class

Worship



mailto:pastorsarah@fcindy.org

@ FirstCongregationalUCCIndy

Forward

DD

FIRSTCONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Epistle for the Week of February 27, 2020

Dear First Congregational,

Last night at the church we took our first steps on our Lenten journey together as we
gathered for our Ash Wednesday worship. Now as we journey together through this
season of Lent, | invite your engagement in deepening your connection to God and to the
church. This window of time between Ash Wednesday and Easter invites us to

grow spiritually as we seek to be people of peace and peacemakers. Our theme for Lent is
Immigration, viewing this topic through the lens of scripture and current events. Our Just
Peace Intern from Butler University, Olivia Bradley, is helping to coordinate our study of
immigration and so we give thanks for this opportunity to learn from one another.

Through Lenten small groups (there is still time to sign up this Sunday), border vigils (next
one is March 10" at 6:30pm at Broadway UMC), the Southeast Association Lenten
Breakfast series (starts this Saturday with our own Lianna Campos leading worship), and
Sunday morning worship leading to Holy Week, there are several ways open for you to
engage in deepening your spiritual life during this season. Soon spring will arrive and the
season of Lent will be behind us. But between now and then, let's see how we can grow in
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our unaerstanding or Immigraton and now God IS St speaking to us toaay.

If you haven't already, | invite you to pick up the Lenten devotional to guide you each day
in prayer and reflection. This is the church’s gift to you. Let us know if you would like one
mailed to you if you are unable to pick one up at church.

Blessings,
Pastor Sarah

Worship

Adult Class - March 1, 9:45 a.m.

"Blessed Earth: Hope for Creation" - Following Jesus is good for the planet. ... This is the
radical, yet solidly biblical premise of Blessed Earth. This week we begin with Chapter 1:
Soil.

Sunday Worship Service, 11:00 a.m.

Student Pastor Cassidy Hall and Rev. Shannon Abbott will preach on "The Temptation of
Privilege."

Scripture: Matthew 4:1-11

First Congregational Lenten Immigration Journey

Through the season of Lent, we will explore, reflect, and pray about the biblical and
contemporary theme of immigration. What does the Bible say about immigration? What is
the Still Speaking God saying to the church today about immigration? What does it mean
to be a disciple of Jesus in light of the complex realities at the US/Mexico border? Through
community worship and small groups, everyone is invited on this Lenten immigration
journey. Let’s see where this journey leads us.

March 2 - March 20: Small Groups (sign up sheets are in the narthex)
April 5 - April 10 - Holy Week: Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday
April 12 - Easter

;Prafea‘ the

Embrace diversi




What's Happening at FC
(See February Colony for monthly announcements and further details.)

Choir Rehearsal TONIGHT!

The FC Choir rehearses on Thursdays from 7:00 to 8:30 PM. We welcome new members.
If anyone is interested in joining the choir, please email Julie at juliehouston@comcast.net.
We would love to have you join us!

Lenten Devotionals: For the Beauty of the Earth
Lenten devotionals are available for pick up in the narthex.

Leap Day Game Night, Feb. 29, 5:30 - 8:00 PM

Everyone is invited to bring a friend to our GAME NIGHT at First Congregational. We will
provide snacks, chili, and deserts. Please bring your own beverage for the evening.
Childcare will be available but please either sign the sheet at the back of the church or
email Bob: bobcook359@yahoo.com by Wednesday, February 26 if you need childcare.
Join us anytime during the evening. Games begin at 5:30 and we will eat about 6:30.

Lenten Breakfast Series: “God’s Open House”
Saturday Mornings at 8:30 am
* February 29: “Love in the Home”
The Altenheim Community, led by Lianna Campos
3525 E Hanna Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46237
* March 7: “Peace in the Home”
Zion UCC (Troy Avenue)
8916 E Troy Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46239
* March 14: “Justice in the Home”
First Congregational UCC
7171 N. Pennsylvania St, Indianapolis, IN 46240
* March 21: “Renewal in the Home”
St. John (Cumberland)
11910 E Prospect St, Indianapolis, IN 46239
* March 28: “Unity in the Home”
Methodist Hospital (Downtown)
1701 N Senate Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46202
* April 4: “God in the Home” (with Communion)
Zion Evangelical UCC (Downtown)
603 N New Jersey St, Indianapolis, IN 46202
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Just Peace: Religion Seminar Series

Incarceration, Nationalism, and Religious Identity in China - March 3rd at 7:00pm,
Shelton Auditorium at Butler University

The Chinese government has a troubled relationship with the nation’s religious minorities.
In this session, we will hear from experts on the persecution and mass incarceration of
China’s Buddhists, Christians, and Muslims.

Next Men's Lunch - Thursday, March 5th at 1:00 p.m.

The next FCC Men's Lunch will be held at 1:00 PM on Thursday, March 5, 2020

at Claddagh (234 S Meridian St, Indianapolis, IN 46225). It's about two weeks before St
Patrick's Day, so we thought we'd beat the rush.

Just Peace at the Border: Border Information and Vigil- March 10 at 6:30pm at
Broadway UMC

Please join us at Broadway United Methodist Church for the second vigil in memory of
Jose Antonio Elena Rodriguez. For more information, contact Cyndi Alte at
cdalte@aol.com



JOSE ANTONIO ELENA RODRIGUEZ
WAS KILLED BY BORDER PATROL

ON THE MEXICAN SIDE OF THE BORDER { o
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WHAT: An educational program about what is happening at the U.S.
Mexico border followed by a prayer vigil for Jos tonio Flena
Rodriguez a young boy killed by U.S. Border Patrol Oct 10, 2012 in
Nogales, Sonora, Mexico.

WHERE: Broadway United Methodist Church, 609 F 29th St.
WHEN: Tuesday March 10, 2020 6:30

WHO: For anyone who wants to learn more and help make a change.

www.broadwayumec.org

How CAN YOU DONATE?

FOLLOWING ARE SOME OPTIOUS:

Food Donations for the Northside Pantry

Donations have been generous and are appreciated. Please keep them coming! We are
grateful to the Meridian Hills Nursery School and Kindergarten who has joined us in
donating and delivering food to the pantry.

February Mission of the Month: Peace Learning Center

The Peace Learning Center is our February Mission of the Month and a valued community
partner in just peacemaking. The PLC promotes peace education, valuing diversity and
conflict resolution. Consider a generous contribution to our February Mission of the Month,



the Peace Learning Center.
You could also consider participation in these workshops:

Implicit Bias: What’s Hidden Within

February 26, or April 9 @ 12:30 - 4:30pm, or May 13 @ 9:00am - 1:00pm $35
Implicit bias is something we all have. This workshop examines what it is, how it differs
from overt bias, how to recognize our own, and how we move past bias through action.
Join us for a day of self-exploration and self-reflection in a safe, encouraging space.

Restorative Practices Level 1 Workshop

March 10 and April 15 @ 9:30 am - 4:30 pm $50

What if there were tools that helped democratize communication? Helped us process the
elephant in the room that keeps relationships strained? And helps those who have done
harm be held accountable as allow whole communities to be heard, learn from harm, and
be supported in meaningful ways in our institutions? Those tools exist, they work, and they
are called restorative practices.

Both at Peace Learning Center @ Eagle Creek Park 6040 DeLong Road Indianapolis, IN
46254 www.peacelearningcenter.org

Pantry ltems of the Month
During the month of February, we are collecting: jelly/jam, canned tuna/chicken, pasta, and
bar soap.

Pastoral Care
Pastor Sarah may be reached at (386) 478-9012 or at pastorsarah@fcindy.org.

THIS WEEK AT FIRST CONGREGATIONAL

Sunday, March 1 9:45 a.m. Sunday Adult Class

Worship w/ Student Pastor
Sunday, March 1 11:00 a.m. Cassidy Hall & Rev. Shannon
Abbott preaching

Wednesday, March 4 7:00 p.m. Trustees Meeting (library)
Thursday, March 5 1:00 p.m. Men’s Lunch
Thursday, March 5 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

Lenten Breakfast @ Zion (Troy
Ave) UCC

Sunday, March 8 9:45 a.m. Sunday Adult Class w/ Cassidy

Saturday, March 7 8:30 a.m.
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Hall

Sunday, March 8 Worship
Sunday, March 8 Lunch w/ Rev. Daniel Meyers




